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Please stand when the lights are turned out as the service 

begins in darkness. The choir will sing the first hymn from the 

back of the church by candlelight as the altar party move to 

the High Altar  

 

HYMN NEH 1 

From the Latin, Tr. J.M. Neale 1818-66 

1 Creator of the stars of night,   

Thy people’s everlasting light; 

O Jesu, Saviour of us all, 

Regard thy servants when they call. 

2   Thou, grieving at the bitter cry  

Of all creation doomed to die, 

Didst come to save a ruined race 

With healing gifts of heavenly grace. 

3   Thou camest Bridegroom of the Bride,   

  As drew the world to evening-tide;    

Proceeding from a Virgin shrine, 

The Son of Man, yet Lord divine. 

4   At thy great name, exalted now,   

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow 

And things in heaven and earth  shall own,    

That thou art Lord and King alone. 
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5   To thee, O holy One, we pray, 

Our judge in that tremendous day, 

Preserve us, while we dwell below, 

From every insult of the foe.   

6  All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 

Whose advent sets thy people free, 

Whom with the Father, we adore, 

And Spirit blest, for evermore.  Amen.    

The Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Please sit as the Nave lights are turned on.  

 

Choir: Adam lay y’bounden – Malcolm Archer 

Adam lay ybounden, 

   Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter 

   Thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, 

   An apple that he took, 

As clerkës finden written 

   In their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, 

   The apple taken been, 

Ne had never Our Lady 

  A-been heaven's queen. 

Blessed be the time 

   That apple taken was. 

Therefore we moun singen 

   Deo gratias! 
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Please stand  

HYMN NEH 3 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 Born to set thy people free, 

 From our fears and sins release us, 

 Let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 Hope of all the earth thou art; 

 Dear desire of every nation, 

 Joy of every longing heart. 

 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

 Born a child and yet a king, 

 Born to reign in us for ever, 

 Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 Rule in all our hearts alone; 

 By thine all-sufficient merit 

 Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

  

Please sit 

 

 

The First Reading: Zechariah 9. 9 and 10 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

   triumphant and victorious is he, 
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humble and riding on a donkey, 

   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 

   and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

   and from the River to the ends of the earth.  

 

Thanks be to God 

 

Additional candles are now lit to symbolise the coming light of 

Christ. This light moves closer to us as the celebration of 

‘Emmanuel–God with us’ gradually draws closer and the hope of 

future glory burns ever brighter’ 

 

Choir: This is the Truth 

1 This is the truth sent from above, 

 the truth of God, the God of love; 

 therefore don't turn me from the door, 

 but hearken all both rich and poor. 

 

2 The first thing that I will relate 

 that God at first did man create; 

 the next thing which to you I tell: 

 Woman was made with him to dwell. 

 

3 Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 

 till God the Lord did interpose; 

 and so a promise soon did run 

 that he’d redeem us by his Son. 
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4 And at that season of the year 

 our blest Redeemer did appear; 

 and here did live, and here did preach, 

 and many thousands he did teach. 

 

5 Thus he in love to us behaved, 

 to show us how we must be saved; 

 and if you want to know the way, 

 be pleased to hear what he did say. 

 

 

 

The Second Reading: Jeremiah 23. 5 and 6 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 

wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 

his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this 

is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our 

righteousness.’ 

 

Thanks be to God 

 

Additional candles are now lit to symbolise the coming light of 

Christ. This light moves closer to us as the celebration of 

‘Emmanuel–God with us’ gradually draws closer and the hope of 

future glory burns ever brighter’ 

 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn: NEH 6 

Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) 

1 Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

 The Saviour promised long! 

 Let every heart prepare a throne, 

 And every voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the prisoners to release, 

 In Satan's bondage held; 

 The gates of brass before him burst, 

 The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

 The bleeding soul to cure, 

 And with the treasures of his grace 

 Enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, prince of peace, 

 Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

 And heaven's eternal arches ring 

 With thy belovèd name. 

 

Please sit 

Choir: How beautiful on the mountains 

Music; John Stainer 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 

that publisheth peace; that publisheth salvation; 

that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
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The Third Reading: Psalm 118 v19-29 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

   that I may enter through them 

   and give thanks to the LORD. 

 

This is the gate of the LORD; 

   the righteous shall enter through it. 

 

I thank you that you have answered me 

   and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the LORD’s doing; 

   it is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

   O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 

   We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, 

   and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 

   up to the horns of the altar. 

 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

   you are my God, I will extol you. 
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O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

 

Thanks be to God 

 

Additional candles are now lit to symbolise the coming light of 

Christ. This light moves closer to us as the celebration of 

‘Emmanuel–God with us’ gradually draws closer and the hope of 

future glory burns ever brighter’ 

 

 

NEH: 19 

Veni, Redemptor gentium,  Ambrose of Milan (340-397) 

translated by John M Neale (1818-1866) 
 

 

1 Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 

 And manifest thy virgin-birth: 

 Let every age adoring fall, 

 Such birth befits the God of all. 

 

2 Begotten of no human will, 

 But of the Spirit, thou art still 

 The Word of God, in flesh arrayed, 

 The Saviour, now to man displayed. 

 

3 O equal to thy Father, thou! 

 Gird on thy fleshly mantle now, 

 The weakness of our mortal state 

 With deathless might invigorate. 



 

Page 10 

 

 

4 Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 

 And darkness glow with new-born light, 

 No more shall night extinguish day, 

 Where love's bright beams their power display. 

 

5 O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee 

 Eternal praise and glory be, 

 Whom with the Father we adore 

 And Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

 

The Fourth Reading: Isaiah 9. 2,6 and 7  

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Thanks be to God 
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Additional candles are now lit to symbolise the coming light of 

Christ. This light moves closer to us as the celebration of 

‘Emmanuel–God with us’ gradually draws closer and the hope of 

future glory burns ever brighter’ 

 

 

Please stand 

HYMN: O&N 557 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 

1 People, look east. The time is near  

Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 

2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the rose, is on the way. 

3.  Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen 

He for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 
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4.  Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

One more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, 

Bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 

5.  Angels, announce to man and beast 

Him who cometh from the east. 

Set eve’y peak and valley humming 

With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Please sit 

The Fifth Reading: Isaiah 7. 10-15 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then 

Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 

to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with 

child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall 

eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good.  

Thanks be to God 

 

Additional candles are now lit to symbolise the coming light of 

Christ. This light moves closer to us as the celebration of 

‘Emmanuel–God with us’ gradually draws closer and the hope of 

future glory burns ever brighter’ 
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Choir: Angelus ad Virginem 

Gabriel to Mary came. 

 

Please stand as the lights are extinguished and The Gospel is 

proclaimed with the final candle being lit representing God 

with us Emmanuel. 

 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 1. 18-25   

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 

lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But 

just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  

 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: 

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
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The lights are now switched on. 

HYMN: NEH 11 

Latin 13th century translated by John M Neale (1818-1866)  

and Henry S Coffin (1877-1954) 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 Redeem thy captive Israel, 

 That into exile drear is gone, 

 Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

 Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high! 

 Who madest all in earth and sky; 

 Creating man from dust and clay, 

 To us reveal salvation’s way.   Refrain  

 

3 O come, O come, Adonaï 

 Who in thy glorious majesty 

 From Sinai’s mountain, clothed with awe, 

 Gavest thy folk the ancient law.   Refrain 

 

4 O come, Thou Root of Jesse! draw 

 The quarry from the lion’s claw; 

 From those dread caverns of the grave, 

 From nether hell, thy people save.  Refrain  

 

5 O come, Thou Lord of David’s Key,  

 The royal door fling wide and free; 

 Safeguard for us the heavenward road, 

 And bar the way to death’s abode.   Refrain  
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6 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 

 Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

 Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 

 And pierce the shadows of the tomb.  Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations! show 

 The kingly reign on earth below; 

 Thou Corner-stone, uniting all, 

 Restore the ruin of our fall.    

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

 Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

 

Final Prayers and Blessing 

 

 

Final organ music: “Wachet Auf Ruft Uns Die Stimme”    

S.Karg-Elert. 

  

 

 

 

 

There will be a retiring collection at the end of the service  
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